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Welcome! 
Welcome to the students and teachers from 
College Park, Maryland!  We are happy you 
are using Infotopia.info, VirtualLRC.com, 
Infotrek.info, Kidtopia.info and 
TeacherTopia.info for your research needs! 

 
 

https://www.amazon.com/?tag=virtlearresoc-20&linkCode=ur1 
 
     Dr. Michael Bell and Carole Bell, two retired 
teachers/librarians/library system directors, are 
the creators and managers of Infotopia, Kidtopia, 
VirtualLRC and Infotrek.  We provide these 
search engines/web directories at no cost to users, 
with very little advertising.  
     If you’d like to help with the costs (servers, 
hosting, graphics subscriptions, hours spent 
coding, researching and editing, and so on), 
please click on the support button on any of our 
web sites. Simply by clicking and shopping via 
our Amazon banner within the support page sends 
us a few dollars and costs you nothing.  
 

http://amzn.to/2pn4LG3 
 

 
 

60 Ideas for Using Google MyMaps 
https://bit.ly/2uJp58o 

 
     Can your students effectively use maps in any 
subject? Matt Miller, a former Spanish teacher and 
Google-Certified Innovator, has developed a web 
site called Ditch the Textbook and he has included 
ways for students to use MyMaps from Google 
Maps to enhance learning in many subjects and at 
all grade levels.  
     MyMaps allows students (and teachers) to create 
customized maps that plot historical events, the 
settings of fictional works, to locate regions where 
endangered species live, and much, much more.  
 
     Some of the ideas that are included are maps of 
the following: 

• Civil	war	or	other	historical	battles	
• Local	sites	in	your	state	
• Important	sites	in	your	community	
• Maps	of	where	animals	live	around	the	

world	
• Maps	from	settings	in	fictional	stories	
• Maps	from	current	new	articles	
• Measure	perimeter	and	area	of	certain	

locations	with	math	tools	
 
     Need more help using MyMaps? Check out 
Matt’s YouTube video here. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Bz2Ohi16ED8 
 

     For what grade/age level is each of our search 
engines designed? 

 
• Kidtopia.info--Grades	K-4	
• Infotopia.info--Grades	5-12	
• VirtualLRC.com--High	school		
• Infotrek.info--High	school	and	college		
 
     How are you using them?  I know middle 
school students who use Kidtopia when they want 
quick information about a topic.  Advanced 
scholars are using Infotrek for research purposes.   

Send us your feedback! 



Our	search	engines/web	directories	include:	
	https://www.infotopia.info	
https://www.kidtopia.info	

https://www.kidtopiagames.com	

https://www.infotrek.info	

https://www.virtualLRC.com	

https://www.teachertopia.info	
						
					As	you	know,	our	web	sites/search	engines	
are	free.		To	help	support	us,	please	share	our	
web	sites	with	colleagues	or	make	a	purchase	
from	Amazon	using	the	following	link:		
	

https://www.infotopia.info/support.html	
	

Subscribe	to	our	blog	at:	
https://www.infotopiaworld.com	

	
Find	our	newsletters	at:	

https://www.infotopia.info/newsletter.html	
	

Subscribe	to	our	YouTube	Channel	at:	
https://www.youtube.com/user/infotopiaworld	

	
					To	subscribe	to	our	newsletters	or	to	contact	
us,	please	send	an	email	to:	

bell@infotopia.info	

					We	appreciate	your	feedback	and	love	to	hear	from	
you!	
	

Dr.	Michael	Bell	and	Carole	Bell	
(Retired)	Librarians/Teachers	

 

English Class Starter 
https://www.phrases.org.uk/index.html 

 
     Do you need an idea to start class and 
improve your students’ English every day? Try 
the Phrase Finder, with more than 2,500 British 
English and American idioms, phrases, and 
proverbs that we use in daily life. Find out the 
origins of these expressions and many others. 
Have you heard any of the following 
expressions? 
 
• Break	a	leg.	
• Don’t	look	a	gift	horse	in	the	mouth.	
• It’s	raining	cats	and	dogs.	
• A	stitch	in	time	saves	nine.	
• Between	a	rock	and	a	hard	place.	
 
     You can also impress your students and 
colleagues with expressions from Shakespeare. 
Find the meaning and origin of phrases from 
Shakespeare such as the following: 
 
• A	rose	by	any	other	name	would	smell	as	

sweet.	
• In	a	pickle.	
• A	horse,	a	horse,	my	kingdom	for	a	horse.	
• Wear	your	heart	on	your	sleeve.	
• Discretion	is	the	better	part	of	valour.	
• Eaten	out	of	house	and	home.	
 
     There is also a phrase thesaurus on this site.  
You can search for phrases containing a certain 
word, or you can search for phrases related to 
your word.  This is a great find for writers! 
 
     Be sure to use the search engine on Phrase 
Finder to find valuable phrases, expressions, 
quotes, and idioms. 
 

https://www.phrases.org.uk/search.html 
 
 

 

 
     Are your elementary students studying the 
ancient civilizations of China, Greece, Rome, 
Egypt, Iraq, or India? Check out our resources 
below.  
     http://www.kidtopia.info/ancient_civilizations.html 
      
     One of our favorite resources is the 
hieroglyphics translator. You students can translate 
a word or phrase instantly into hieroglyphics. Try it 
out! 

http://www.quizland.com/hiero.mv 
 
 


